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The Lake Shelbyville Spores N More Mushroom Festival Champion shall be the person that turns in the most morel mushrooms gathered in the allotted time at the hunt site.  If the Champion is male, the male who turns in the second highest count of mushrooms will claim the Men’s First Prize, and so on in the Women, and Youth Divisions.  

The hunt will be exactly two (2 1/2) hours and will begin with a shotgun start.  No one is permitted in the woods until the starting siren is sounded.  At the end of 120 minutes, a siren will sound indicating 30 minutes remaining in the hunt.  After 149 minutes a siren will sound notifying 60 seconds left.

Only morel mushrooms will be eligible during the contest.  Mushrooms must be torn or cut at ground level.  Any mushrooms showing signs of “root” damage shall be disqualified.  Mushrooms must be turned in the furnished mesh bag.  (plastic or paper bags are not allowed.)

If any contestant disagrees with the official count of their mushrooms, they must request to the hunt officials a recount before the mushrooms are removed from the custody of the hunt official.

It is the responsibility of the contestants to pick up their own mushrooms after the winners are announced.  Hunt officials are not responsible for left mushroom bags.

ELIGIBILITY

Any person requesting paid entry into the 2010 Spores N More Morel Mushroom Hunting Championship must be pre-registered prior to the deadline.  All contestants must be checked in at the Senior Citizen’s  Building in Shelbyville, IL prior to 8:15 am and the buses will leave promptly at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 24, 2010.  All hunters shall participate in the hunt at the designated site and must return their qualifying morel treasure to the on-site count station prior to the deadline announced during the pre-hunt meeting.  Any hunter leaving early or returning after the deadline shall have five (5) mushrooms deducted from their total for each minute they leave early or arrive late.  Each hunter must return to festival headquarters on the same bus as previously assigned.  Be sure to tell the bus chaperone that you are aboard.  Each hunter keeps all the mushrooms they find.  Contestants can NOT be accompanied by non-contestants.  Absolutely NO pooling of mushrooms between contestants.  Husband and wife, teams or other person should have relatively similar mushroom count or may face equalizing of their counts or face immediate disqualification.  Any complaints may be submitted to the officials prior to the hunt.  JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL.  Only Sponge Mushrooms of the Morchella Esculenta, Morchella Crassipes, Morchella Angusticps, or Morchella Semilibera apply to the final count harvested.  Verpa Conica, Verpa Bohemica, Gyromitra Esculenta or Gyromitra Caroliniana (a.k.a. Caps, Peckerheads, Beefsteak, Big Red, or Elephant Ear) ARE DISQUALIFIED from the final count.  NOTE!  Eligible specimens must not contain dirt as the mushroom should be cut off, broken off or pinched above ground without damage to the stump (mycelium) or roots (hyphee).  Any specimen found with dirt or any portion of the stump shall NOT be counted PLUS a penalty of minus one (1) shall be assessed for each violation.  Any eligible mushrooms must be submitted to the hunt officials in a mesh bag, as provided or hunters may prefer to use a more durable mesh bag of their own.  The hunt officials shall not be responsible for loss of personal property or mushroom harvest in any bag.  Any discrepancy as to the final count must be brought to the attention of the hunt officials prior to awarding of prizes.  Any count by a person other than a hunt official shall be considered invalid.  Mushrooms shall be retained by the hunt officials until after prizes have been awarded.  Hunt officials shall not be responsible for mushrooms left after the count or of edibility.

Pre-registration by mail only--------$20.00 (Must be received prior to 4 pm April 15, 2010)

On-Site Registration----------(if available) $25.00  (All received after 4 pm April 15, 2010)

Registration includes: entry fee, bus trip, and disposable mesh bag

NOTE:  Kaskia-Kaw Rivers Conservancy, Heartland of IL R C & D, Hunt Site Owners, Hunt Officials, Festival Committee Members, Volunteers and Participating Communities are not responsible for accidents or injuries.

Go to www.lakeshelbyville.com for a complete list of campground and area accommodations.

For More Info: - 1-800-874-3529

RULES AND REGULATIONS








